


James Douglas Tarpley
May 2, 1946 to October 4, 2024

Dr. J.D. Tarpley loved to tell a story. He loved to read a story. He loved to watch a story. So today we 
celebrate him with stories. He was a man of many interests, passions and gifts. Some of them you’ll find 
displayed in the foyer; some you’ll hear mentioned today. He was collector (stamps was a passion) and a 
travelor (road trips across the country and flights around the world were common to his family 
experiences). Please feel free to add your own letter, memory or thought to those you read. We’ve left 
ways for you to share these on the tables outside.

Order of Service 

Openineg Slideshow: a collection of some of Doug’s favorite music 
(Brandenburg Concertos by Bach; Caruso by Pavarotti; Ave Maria by Schubert; 
  Adagio in G Minor by Albinoni;  Somewhere in Time by Barry)

Welcome: Pastor Steve O’Brien

Reading�����/�â���*�£� �¸���B�£�|�p���G�*�|�ó�B�£�*�ã��� �J�ÿ�À���*�£�9�«��The Canterbury Tales, “The Parson’s Tale” and 
John Milton’s Paradise Lost, read by Matthew Welter, (Doug’s oldest grandson) 

Scripture Reading (one of his life verse passages): Ephesians 4: 1-3 
read by  Emma Welter, Desmond Tarpley, 
Reagan Tarpley and Riley Welter (four youngest grandchildren)

Worship led by Johnny and Ruth Larring (friends of the family)
Blessed Assurance Musical Set

Story shared by David Tarpley (oldest son)

Letter Excerpt from Patrick Welter (son-in-law)
read by Tamara Tarpley Welter (daughter)

Story shared by Sherryl Tarpley (sister) 

Scripture Reading (one of his life verse passages): Romans 12:1-2   
read by Marcus Winstead (nephew)

Worship led by Johnny and Ruth Larring
Great is His Faithfulness Musical Set

Letter Excerpt from Carol Taylor (colleague and friend) 
read by Tamara Tarpley Welter (daughter)

Story shared by Jack Schwarz (colleague and friend) 

Reading: “Holy Sonnets: Death, be not proud” by John Donne
read by Jonathan Puls (colleague and friend) 

Farewell to Dad, Lover of the Story of this Life 
and the Life to Come  

Message: Pastor Steve O’Brien

Some of Doug’s Life Verses

Ephesians 4:1-3
Therefore, I, a prisoner for serving the Lord, beg you 
to lead a life worthy of your calling, for you have been 
called by God. Always be humble and gentle. Be 
patient with each other, making allowance for each 
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to keep yourselves united in the Spirit, binding 
yourselves together with peace.

Romans 12:1-2
And so, dear brothers and sisters, I plead with you to 
give your bodies to God because of all he has done for 
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worship him.  Don’t copy the behavior and customs 
of this world, but let God transform you into a new 
person by changing the way you think. Then you will 
learn to know God’s will for you, which is good and 
pleasing and perfect.

Proverbs 3:5-6  
Trust in the Lord with all your heart; do not depend 
on your own understanding. Seek his will in all you 
do, and he will show you which path to take

"To my lovely children: ...And 
remember, I and others...who 
came ahead of you will be cheering for you and waiting for you at the finish line. You have enriched mother's and my 

lives beyond your knowledge 
and understanding; you have 
truly been gifts from God to us. 
In some ways, family is a way 
of holding hands forever.”Love,  Dad


